21 August 2008

Another Terrible Loss

Canada has just lost three more of its finest as word arrived that three Engineers were killed in Afghanistan and a fourth seriously wounded.  The hurt is deep and ongoing as we try to make sense of it all and wonder who will be next.

As Petawawa prepares to say goodbye to more of our military men and women, my sincere condolences go out to the families of these young, dedicated soldiers who paid the ultimate price.

Our troops are the best trained in the world and they are dedicated to performing their duties as best they can.  They are committed to helping the people of Afghanistan..  But how do you make sense of a group of people who don’t value human life as we do?  When will it stop – when will it end???

I have worked for the military for many years as a civilian and I’ve watched the unit I worked for go on several UN/NATO tours over the years.  It saddens me terribly to look at these fine young men who were just starting their careers a mere 10 years ago – only to see too many of them now looking older than they should.  It’s Afghanistan that has aged them.  

It is a very heavy responsibility to lead troops in such a volatile country and it’s equally hard for each and every one of our troops who must leave all those they love to face such stress and uncertainty.

My heart goes out to the families of those we’ve lost and to the soldiers who have been injured as their suffering is ongoing.  But also, my thoughts and prayers are with all those families who currently have a loved one in Afghanistan as well as those who are preparing to say goodbye as the next rotation approaches.

From one Engineer wife to another – words cannot express how deeply I feel your loss.  May God be with you all.

Chimo!

